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Agenda
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• Overview

• Key principles of the reforms

• Transitional timing

• New concepts

• The Register of Approved Vehicles

• Component Type Approvals

• Model reports

• Feedback from industry

• VSB6 modifications

• Secure vehicle identification markings

• Component type approvals
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Status and stages
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• Exposure Draft of Bills and Rules – Dec 2017

• Bills introduced into Parliament – Feb 2017

• Stakeholder consultations on Rules – Closed mid Feb 2018

• Debate / Passage / Royal Assent of the Bills ~ mid 2018

• Commencement of Road Vehicle Standards Act and 

Consequential and Transitional Provisions Act ~ 2019 (Royal 

Assent plus 12 months)
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MVSA Reforms – Principles
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• Flexible and Responsive legislation for the future of road 
vehicles

• Clear legislation for safe, secure and environmentally friendly 
vehicles

• More choice of road vehicles for Australians

• Continued harmonisation with international standards

• Improved compliance and enforcement powers

Not significantly changing the obligations on approval holders –
but putting them upfront and backing up the compliance with 
applicable sanctions.
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Timing and Transitional Arrangement
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Road Vehicle Standards Act
Full operation

Road Vehicle Standards Charging Acts
Full operation

Transitional period

(12 months)

Road Vehicle Standards
(Consequential and Transitional Provision) Act

Sets out transitional arrangements

Pre-commencement period

(12 months following Royal Assent of new 

legislation)

Road Vehicle Standards Act
Partial operation (allowing Rules to be made)

Motor Vehicle Standards Act 1989
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New concepts
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Register of Approved Vehicles (RAV)

– Gateway for a vehicle to be used on the road in Australia

– Two ways onto the RAV – type approval or concessional approval

– Publically accessible online database

– A road vehicle cannot be imported unless permitted under the 

RVSA.

Road Vehicle Standards Rules Consultation

Definition of road vehicle

A vehicle designed solely or principally for use in transport on public 

roads (including trailers and unassembled motor vehicles)

‘Providing’ (instead of supplying) road vehicles

Providing means, for example, selling or leasing a road vehicle to 

someone, or providing someone with access to the road vehicle



The new Road Vehicle Standards Bills
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Concessional Import Schemes

Register of Specialist and Enthusiast 
Vehicles 

Improved legislation coverage - Compliance and Enforcement

Authorised Vehicle Verifiers (AVVs)

Model Reports

Register of Approved Vehicles (RAV)

Recalls

New Elements

Revised Elements
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Approval pathways to enter a vehicle onto RAV
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Definition of “provide” includes:

• Sale, lease, hire, hire-purchase, gift, exchange

• Provision of access to vehicle

Some “provisions” not counted for working out “first” 

provision.

Modification allowed for a vehicle on the RAV if not 

yet provided to a consumer for first time.

Use in 

transport on 

a public 

road in 

Australia.

Non-RAV 

import 

approval 

For non-road 

use or use in 

exceptional 

circumstances.
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REGISTER OF 

APPROVED 

VEHICLES (RAV)

TYPE APPROVAL 

PATHWAY

CONCESSIONAL RAV 

ENTRY PATHWAY

For a vehicle make/model

Full evidence of 

compliance against ADRs

Design change 

control 

QMS Conformity of 

production

Access to OEM tests, 

evidence, 

production facilities

SEVs

Vehicle by vehicle 

approvals

TOOLS

Each will have specified 

procedures for:

• Application

• Approval grant

• Conditions

Registered 

Automotive 

Workshops (RAWS)

• Competence

• Capability

• Background 

checks

Model Reports

• Evidence 

(concessional)

• Procedures

• Checklist

Authorised Vehicle 

Verifiers (AVVs)

• Independent 

inspection

• Confirm vehicle 

has been 

manufactured/

modified in 

accordance with 

Model Report

SEVS register

Not Type Approved

1. Rarity

2. Performance

3. Environmental

4. LHD

5. Campervan (original)

6. Mobility

Test Facilities

• Trailers

• Some second stage 

of manufacture 

vehicles

• SEVS vehicles

• Used motorcycles

• Some second stage 

of manufacture 

vehicles

SEVS vehicles

• SEVS

• RAWs

• Model Reports

• AVV

• Import approvals 

RAV entry approval

• SEVS vehicles

• 25 years

• Personal effects

• Special purpose vehicles

• Benefit to community

• Trailers 

Import approvals

Non-RAV entry import 

approval

• Non-road use

• Temporarily in Australia 
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The Register of Approved Vehicles (RAV) – a publicly searchable database 
of approved vehicles will replace the need to fit road vehicles with 
identification plates. 

As well as being entered on the RAV, light and heavy trailers will retain the 
existing physical ‘vehicle plate’ due to the need for visibility of load limits. 
Component Type Approvals (currently SARN) information may also be 
reallocated to this plate.

The RAV captures most information currently on the ‘vehicle’ plate for 
heavy busses and heavy commercial vehicles. The need to retain this 
vehicle plate will be discussed with the industry and state and territory 
authorities.

Register of Approved Vehicles (RAV)
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RAV Data requirements
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Legends: C – Conditional, N/A – Not Applicable, X – Mandatory
Date of Entry X Seating Capacity C

VIN X Month and year of Build Date (mm/yyyy) X

Approval Number X Country of Purchase - This requirement 

has been removed

N/A

Vehicle Category Code (VCC)
X Gross Combination Mass (kg) C

Name of Holder of Approval
X Road Train C

Make X B Double C

Model X Entry pathway X

GVM/ATM (kg) C Authorised by Name X

GTM (kg) C Authorised by Number X

Tare (kg) X Added by (NEVDIS to populate) X

Power (kW) C
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RAV Public Search
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RAV Public Search
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Model Reports

13

Model Reports will streamline and reduce the amount of 

compliance documentation by replacing the current ‘evidence 

packs’ used by RAWs when complying a vehicle. 

Used by:

• Regulator – to approve compliance requirements

• RAWs  - as work instructions to comply a vehicle

• Authorised Vehicle Verifiers - to verify compliance 

See Information Sheet 3: Model Reports for more information.
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https://infrastructure.gov.au/vehicles/mv_standards_act/files/Info_Sheet_3_Model_Reports.pdf


Model Report Components
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Any person may apply for a Model Report Approval - providing it is in the 

required form.  

Scope
Evidence such as 

test reports
Work instructions

A checklist for the 
AVV and RAWs

Model Report components
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Component Type Approvals (CTAs)
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Current administrative arrangements - the Component Registration Number (CRN) 

and Sub Assembly Reference Number (SARN)  will become a Component Type 

Approval in the new legislation.

Component Type Approval Vehicle Type Approval

SARN

CRN

for
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Second Stage Manufacturers (SSM)
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There are two pathway options for a Second Stage Manufactured vehicles 

entry on the RAV. 

• Type Approval; or

• Individual vehicle approval via RAWs

See Information Sheet 8: Second Stage Manufacturers for more information. 

Second Stage Manufacture

Register of Approved Vehicles
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https://infrastructure.gov.au/vehicles/mv_standards_act/files/Info_Sheet_8_SSM.pdf


Transition arrangements for Second Stage Manufacture
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Transitional period

(12 months)

Pre-commencement

(12 mth)

Road Vehicle Standards Act
Road Vehicle Standards Charging Act

Road Vehicle Standards Act
Partial operation (allowing 

Rules to be made)

Motor Vehicle Standards Act 1989
Road Vehicle Standards

(Consequential and Transitional Provision) Act

‘Approvals’ issued under MVSA can continue to be used.

Existing approval holders 6 month 

opt-in period to obtain type 

approval
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RAW & Model Report approvals
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Light and Heavy Trailers
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Light Trailers

Manufacturers will need to 

apply to the Department to 

obtain a type approval.

Heavy Trailers

Summary of Evidence 

continues to suffice for 

certification.  Alternatively, 

manufacturers will be able to 

utilise a Model Report as 

part of evidence for type 

approval.

Four Trailers or less p.a

Manufacturers or importers 

who provide four or less heavy 

or light trailers to the market in 

12 months do not need to 

obtain a type approval. 

(Concessional requirements 

apply)
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See Information Sheet 9: Light and Heavy Trailers for more information. 

https://infrastructure.gov.au/vehicles/mv_standards_act/files/Info_Sheet_9_Light_and_Heavy_Trailers.pdf


Transition arrangements light and heavy trailers
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Transitional period

(12 months)

Pre-commencement

(12 mth)

Road Vehicle Standards Act
Road Vehicle Standards Charging Act

Road Vehicle Standards Act
Partial operation (allowing 

Rules to be made)

Motor Vehicle Standards Act 1989
Road Vehicle Standards

(Consequential and Transitional Provision) Act

Blanket approvals (for light trailers) and type approvals (Heavy Trailers) under the MVSA can continue to 

be used 

Existing approval holders 6 month 

opt-in period to obtain type approval

Light and heavy trailer manufactures can apply for type approvals under the 

RVSA which will be valid for 5 years. 

2018 20202019
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Issues raised by heavy vehicle industry
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1. Modification of vehicles before provision to 

a customer / registration

2. Secure vehicle identification requirements 

for trailers

3. Transition of CRNs / SARNS to 

Component Type Approvals
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1. Modification of heavy vehicles
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• The legislation only allows modification before 

provision to a consumers if the modification was:

– Covered by the original type approval

– Covered by a second stage manufacture approval

• HVIA pointed out that this doesn’t allow common 

modifications to heavy vehicles

• The Department will work to develop a third 

option:

– Modifications performed consistently with Vehicle 

Standards Bulletin 6. 



2. Secure Vehicle Identification
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New vehicles will require secure vehicle 

identification marking

• Secure Vehicle Identification Marking

– The MVSA identification plates have assumed a de-facto role 

in countering vehicle theft for re-birthing. 

– Where physical plates are no longer required to be fitted, 

vehicles will instead require a secure vehicle identification 

marking  (in addition to the current requirement in ADR 61 for 

VIN marking)

– Likely to be brought into effect by amending ADR 61



2. Secure Vehicle Identification
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MVSA RVSA

Type of vehicle 

ID 

(Compliance) 

plate

Information

(vehicle) 

plate

RAV entry Information 

(vehicle)

plate

Secure 

vehicle ID

Heavy vehicles

(NC) V V V
TBC

(subject to 

consultation)

V

(If information 

plate not fitted)

Heavy Trailers

ATM > 4.5t V V V V U

Heavy Buses

(ME) V V V
TBC

(subject to 

consultation)

V

(If information 

plate not fitted)

Light 

commercial

(NA, NB1*, NB2*)
V U V U V

Light trailers

ATM ≤ 4.5t V V V V U

Light vehicles V U V U V

* May be subject to consultation



3. CRNs / SARNS to Component Type 

Approvals
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Transitional period

(12 months)

Pre-commencement

(12 mth)

Road Vehicle Standards Act
Road Vehicle Standards Charging Act

New RVSA approvals cannot use CRN and SARN

Road Vehicle Standards Act
Partial operation (allowing 

Rules to be made)

Motor Vehicle Standards Act 1989
Road Vehicle Standards

(Consequential and Transitional Provision) Act

Type approvals issued under MVSA can continue to be used ςCRNs and SARNs can be used for these 
approvals. Approvals stop at end of transitional position. 

Existing TA holders 6 month opt-in 
period. Expiry period applies. 

Opt-in approvals can continue to use 
CRN and SARN. However, any 
variation involving CRN or SARN must 
use a new component type approval.
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Questions?
For further information:

www.infrastructure.gov.au/vehicles/mv_standards_act/

Frequently Asked Questions

or email: 

MVSAReview@infrastructure.gov.au

Road Vehicle Standards Rules Consultation

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/vehicles/mv_standards_act/
https://infrastructure.gov.au/vehicles/mv_standards_act/files/FAQ_Info_Sheet.pdf


Compliance and Enforcement
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An enhanced and 

modernised suite of 

compliance monitoring 

and enforcement tools 

is being introduced to 

deter and detect 

non-compliant 

behaviour.  

RVSA

Infringement 
Notices

Civil 
Penalties

Enforceable 
undertakings

Injunctions

Prosecution

Vary, 
suspend or 

revoke 
approvals
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Recalls
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Recalls

The proposed legislation replicates provisions in the Australian Consumer 

Law that: 

• allow the Minister to issue a notice for the compulsory recall of road 

vehicles and approved road vehicle components, 

and 

• set out the requirements for suppliers to notify the Minister of certain 

information about voluntary and compulsory recalls.
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